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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS 
105. Mr K.J.J. MICHEL to the Premier: 
Can the Premier outline to the house how this government is investing in regional WA through its commitment to 
support and protect royalties for regions; and is the Premier aware of any threats to the future of royalties for 
regions by anyone promising to kill off the program? 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr K.J.J. MICHEL: You sit and listen, mate! 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Pilbara for his question because I have some important information to impart to the house. 
I am very pleased to advise the house that there is only one party of government in this house that supports the 
royalties for regions program, and that is Labor! Our position is to — 
Dr M.D. Nahan: What about Moora college? 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I am getting to you! I am going to quote you extensively! You just need to wait, and you 
will feature! You will feature in just a moment! 
Labor as a party of government is committed to retaining the royalties for regions program and spending that 
money very wisely in accordance — 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We will spend the money very wisely in accordance with the parameters put forward by 
John Langoulant in his recent report, about which the opposition has still not apologised. We learnt, though, from 
the Leader of the Liberal Party on 22 February this year that the Liberal Party will kill royalties for regions. 
Government members: Shame! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is what we learnt. I just want to quote for the house what the Leader of the Liberal Party 
had to say. This is what he said — 

We would not have a separate sacrosanct fund. It would have to go into the process and argue for funds 
like every other department. 

He also said — 
“It was an appropriate project for a period of time, for a while, but now it should be normalised and built 
into the overall Budget.” 

Then, even more telling, the next day he said — 
You cannot have a billion dollar fund … 

Later that day, the Leader of the Opposition talked about the way that Labor is managing royalties for regions. It 
was very instructive. People will like this. I will quote to members what the Leader of the Opposition said. 
Mr Speaker, you will like this. This is what he said about the current government —  

… they’re redirecting it from rural areas and … put it into Albany, Bunbury, Mandurah, Karratha … so 
they’re pulling in to the city. 

The Leader of the Opposition thinks that Karratha is in Perth. He thinks that Bunbury is in Perth. He thinks that 
Albany is in Perth: “We are pulling it out of those regional areas and we are putting it into Karratha, Albany and 
Bunbury”! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: So he hates Bunbury, he hates Karratha and he hates Albany. Mr Speaker, it is very 
instructive. Then, none other than one of the few Liberal members for regional Western Australia, the member for 
Kalgoorlie, said — 

… You can’t just keep having a slush fund of a billion dollars out and debt going up and up …  

The member for Kalgoorlie is saying that he would agree with abolishing royalties for regions. That is what he is 
saying. When the journalists wrote it up, they interpreted what the Liberals had to say very quickly. Gary Adshead 
wrote — 

Liberal leader Mike Nahan has declared war on the $1 billion Royalties for Regions program … 
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The ABC wrote — 

WA Liberals would dump Royalties for Regions … 

There we go. If the Liberal Party is elected back into government at any point in the future, the Nationals WA 
needs to understand that the Liberal Party will abolish this program. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Nonsense. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: So the member is denying what the leader said. So, in other words, the leader has no 
authority, according to the member for Dawesville.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Coming to the second component of the question of the member for Pilbara, of course we 
are spending royalties for regions money very wisely and we are rewarding the regions with a whole range of new 
initiatives. There are additional education assistants and additional science laboratories in regional schools. We 
will see additional Aboriginal and islander education officers. I know that the Liberal Party does not care about 
that, but there will be additional Aboriginal and islander education officers in regional communities. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: There will also be regional learning specialists, and the list go on, because Labor is providing 
a better education for regional students. We know what the Liberal Party is about. We know what the 
National Party is about. It is about abolishing this program that we are using more wisely. 
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